2               RAO BAHADUR RANCHHODI,AI, CHHOTAI,AI,.

Nagar Brahmans as a class may therefore be said to have
an ancient and historical connection with those early Huna-
Gurjara invaders, whose upper ranks gradually crystallised,
after their settlement in India, into the leading Rajput
dans of Sisodia or Guhilot, Parihara or Pratihara, Chahu-
manas or Chauhans, Pramaras or Pawars, and Solankis,
otherwise known as Chalukyas.1 This fact may account
largely for the political ability and capacity for public affairs
which undoubtedly distinguishes the Nagar Brahmans of
Gujarat. "The Nagara community/' wrote General L,e
Grand Jacob, " is very powerful in the Peninsula (Kathia-
war) ; they are by profession a corps diplomatique, and
devoted to the arts of government. They are a shrewd
race, and work their way into almost every Darbar by their
ability and tact; most of the native servants of Government
are of this class/*2 The Sathodra Nagars, to whom Ranch-
hodlal belonged, are mentioned by Wilson as belonging to
the Madhyandin Shakha of the White Yajurveda and as
being resident in various cities and towns of Gujarat*
According to the latest information there are few, if any,
of them now residing in the village of Sathod.

Ranchhodlal's ancestors were true to the official tradi-*
tioiis of the Nagar caste. One of them, Vallabhji Kanji,
held the office of chief minister in Malwa ; another, on the
maternal side, named Umedram, served as Vazir to the
Babi chiefs of Balasinor, a state now included in the Rewa
Kantha Political Agency, and was succeeded in the same
office by his son, Harshadrai; while Anand Rai Mashraf,
Ranchhodlal's great grandfather on his mother's side, was
the minister of Kamal-ud-din Khan Babi, known usually
by his title of Jawan Hard Khan, the last Mughal viceroy
of Gujarat, whose family is now represented by the Nawab

1  W, Crooke, OHL Rajputs and Mahratlas, iti Journal Royal A&thropo*
logical Institute, vol xl, 1910;   Vmcent H. Sinitli, Akbav, p. 85, and
Oxford History of India, pp. 173, 181.

2  Quoted on p. 99, vol. ii, of Indian Caste, by J. Wilson, 1877*